Tuberculosis: Current Concepts and Treatment, Second Edition by Baltimore, Robert S.
YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE 74 (2001), pp. 413-418.
Copyright © 2002. All rights reserved.
Book Reviews
Tuberculosis: Current Concepts
and Treatment, Second Edition. By
Lloyd N. Friedman, Editor. Boca Raton,
Florida: CRC Press, 2001. 518 pp.
$99.95.
This is the second edition of a multi-
authored text covering multiple facets of
tuberculosis infection. At 518 pages
including the table of contents one would
expect comprehensive coverage of the
topic and that is what one gets. Each chap-
teris preceded by an outline that allows the
reader to see the scope of the chapter and
to go immediately to the topic ofinterest.
The book begins with a chapter on the
epidemiology of tuberculosis written by
authors from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. This chapter is
filled with data relevant to the United
States population. My only criticism, and
this may be unavoidable, is that the most
current data are from 1998. While the
authors anticipate that rates of tuberculo-
sis, which had decreased in the late 1990s,
might continue to do so; in fact these rates
have continued to fall. Tuberculosis out-
side of the United States is covered in a
short chapter on international control of
tuberculosis. This chapter comes at the
end ofthe book andonly superficially cov-
ers epidemiology in the countries where
most ofthe world's burden oftuberculosis
occurs. It might have been nice to see a
comprehensive chapter on tuberculosis
epidemiology in developing countries
paired with the chapter on the epidemiolo-
gy oftuberculosis in the United States.
What comes between the two chapters
mentioned above are the nuts and bolts of
the book; comprehensive coverage of top-
ics relevant to the practitioner, all written
by experts in the field. These include the
use of the laboratory for the diagnosis of
tuberculosis, complete coverage of the
drugs used to treat tuberculosis, skin test-
ing, radiology, extrapulmonary tuberculo-
sis, tuberculosis in children, prevention of
tuberculosis, nontuberculous mycobacteri-
al infections, and others. The problem of
drug-resistant tuberculosis is covered in a
separate chapter that stresses disease man-
agement. There are many informative
tables, and illustrative material is limited
mostly to graphic presentations ofdata and
chest and bone radiographs. There are no
colorplates orphotos. Thus the look ofthe
book is all business and not too lively.
This is an excellent book for those
engaged in the treatment of patients with
tuberculosis and related infections. These
practitioners who will mostly be special-
ists in pulmonary medicine and infectious
diseases, as well as nurses and public
health professionals, will find a wealth of
reference data as well as guidelines for
various aspects of disease management.
Despite the few minor criticisms men-
tioned above, this book is highly recom-
mended for the private libraries of tuber-
culosis specialists, as well as for medical
libraries and tuberculosis clinic shelves.
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